
Amma Madison Satsang Newsletter: November 2008

Aum Amriteshwaryai Namah

 

Welcome to the monthly newsletter of Amma’s
Madison Satsang

Dedicated to Sri Mata Amritanandamayi Devi, also called “Ammachi“, “Amma”, “Holy
Mother” and “Amma”.

Her mission in life is to awaken the Infinite Divine Power within everyone and lead
humanity along the right path of selfless service and love for others.

The beautiful fragrant flower of Compassion
blooms in the fullness of divine Love.

Compassion does not see faults and weaknesses,
or distinguish between good people and bad.
Compassion does not recognize boundaries

between nations, religions, or beliefs.
Compassion has no ego,

thus no fear, lust or emotionality.
Compassion simply forgives and forgets

like and open passageway...
Compassion is the expression of perfect Love.

                                            -Amma-



Amma's 2008 Midwest Program Dates
Sunday, Nov. 30, Evening Public Program

Monday, Dec. 1, Morning & Evening Public Program

Tuesday, Dec. 2 - Thursday, Dec. 4, Retreat

Thursday, Dec. 4, Evening Devi Bhava Public Program

Venue: Hyatt Regency Dearborn

Airport: Detroit Metro (DTW).

Shuttle to and from airport: Sam's A Plus Limousine Call 313-515-3086 or
313-505-7715

Please call and make reservations as soon as your travel plans are made.
Approximately $22.00 round trip More than 5 passengers in a group - discounts

available based on the number of people. Please inform Sam the number of people in
your group.

Public Program Only Hotel Reservations : Hyatt Regency Dearborn 313-593-1234
Please ask for AMMA rate

Public Program AND Retreat: Register at www.amma.org (Go to Amma's 2008 US
Tour and follow instructions.)

Retreat only: Register at www.amma.org (Go to Amma's 2008 US Tour and follow
instrctions.)



A Visit of Farmers And Their Wives From Washim To
Amritapuri

September 2008: "In our Mother's house"

Villagers from Vidarbha, wearing traditional
Maharashtrian dress travelled to Amritapuri to receive
darshan from Amma on 14th September. 16 women
wearing the 9-metre, madisar costume, which folds into a
trouser style sari, and 22 men dressed in dhoti and cap
arrived in the ashram, fulfilling a deep desire that had
blossomed in their hearts during Amma's visit to the
Washim, Vidarbha in February.                      Mrs.
Keshaorao Lonsune said, "Twenty-two children in my village are receiving
scholarships from Amma. They have Rs. 150 every month. Now we can buy books,
shoes and umbrellas (sun-shades in India), and things they need for schoolwork. We
want to be with Amma- she is giving us all this."

Mr. Pandari Ingole, a farmer, expressed his gratitude; " My son is now an electrician at
AIMS hospital. He receives Rs. 3,000 a month, plus free board and food. He is being
trained by the brahmacharis. My son will be skilled because of Amma. This is her gift
to me" Following the success of the employment programme for farmers' sons at AIMS
Hospital, Amma has now invited ten women to come from Washim to be employed as
kitchen assistants. The development projects depend on suitable building land
becoming available.

For several days the group attended Amma's daily darshans and got to know ashram
life. Amma was concerned for their food intake and organized distribution of chappatis
for them after testing their blood sugar, which she said was far too high because they
were eating high amounts of rice, which they were not accustomed to.



One man said, "By Amma's touch my whole being feels transformed. I've decided not
to touch alcohol anymore. I want to become Amma's good child. Now I know how to
come here. Whenever I feel the urge to see Amma I will come here directly."

The ladies were thankful for Amma's motherly love,
which she showered on them during their stay. They said
that in Maharashtra there is one festival when wives
return to their mothers' house for a happy reunion. The
women were amazed to see a large swing hanging from
the trees in the garden beside Amma's room, which was
very much like the ones they were used to playing on in
their homes. The women could not resist playing on the
swing, boldly standing up on it in pairs, and swinging. At
home, they said they swing so high they pluck the leaves
from the highest branches of the trees above the swing

between their teeth!! "We feel we are in our mother's house," they mused joyfully.

Each person in the group contributed Rs. 100 to Amma's charities. "Next year, for
Amma's birthday we'll come as volunteers to serve Amma!" they said.

One afternoon a group of men, women, explained their situation with the help of Ravi
the local community worker and an agricultural officer. They came to request Amma to
build a temple, a school and a hospital in their area. They want to assure themselves a
better future, with Amma's help. They explained the difficult circumstances they face
in Washim and said the situation had become desperate following this year's drought.
For the first time ever, even the districts officially categorized as being 'assured' of rain



suffered low level of rainfall. There was only 10cm of rain, one-tenth the usual rate and
the ground water table is at an all time low. In their deprived area, there is no
investment in water harvesting techniques and bore wells are either empty, or contain a
very low supply. Many farms are without any means of irrigation.

There was no wheat harvest this year. Farmers who were able to reap one crop of soya,
the main monocrop of the region, had no well water to nurture the second season crop.
On these farms, the farmer's wives are without work for eight months. To make matters
worse, soya bean is now a loss making crop, which means it sells at less than it costs to
produce. But the farmers have no other choice. Pasturelands are dry and there is no
forage for the animals so the government has had to provide grass through special
livestock-feeding centers. As if natural catastrophes were not enough, the farmers also
have to overcome bureaucratic obstacles.

If a farmer receives a grant to buy a cow, he has to provide one-third of the total cost
but when he approaches a seller, the price of the cow will often be hiked, and he will
have to pay the increase from his pocket.

In addition to farming and irrigation problems, they also face obstacles to education
and healthcare. The people cannot pay the 'donation' required by schools that teach all
subjects in English-something that is essential step to go onto higher education. Local
healthcare is meagre, sometimes the small local government hospitals do not have
enough medicines. The big city hospitals with essential facilities and medicines are
beyond the reach of these villagers, as they cannot even afford the cost of travel to
them, let alone the medical fees.

At every turn in their lives the farming families in the villages near Washim are
thwarted. It is not surprising that the suicide rate is rising again and that they are
desperate for an agency with integrity to give them a fair deal in education and health.



This is why they want Amma to make a Brahmasthanam Temple in their area. They
feel if Amma builds a Brahmasthanam, she will also build a school and hospital. They
say if a spiritual leader comes, people will listen and act according to dharma. They are
convinced that only a spiritually led development programme will work.

Upcoming Local Amma Events

(All events are at Madhu and Sajan’s home unless otherwise specified.
Directions are at the end of this calendar.)

November 11, 5:00 pm (Tuesday) - Service at Community Meals Program (lasagnas needed).

November 16, 1:00 pm (Sunday) - Chanting of Lalitha Sahasranama (1000 Names of the
Goddess). You are welcome to join this practice whether or not you stay for the meeting that follows.
You are also welcome to attend even if you are not familiar with the practice.  It provides a wonderful
atmosphere in which to meditate.  We have a  few spare chanting books in various languages 
(English, Telugu, Tamil, Hindi and Kannada) if you  want to join.

 

"This worship will bring prosperity to the home and peace to the world. It will be an
atonement for sins committed. One will gain strength, longevity and good health.
Every nerve in our body will be vitalized by the Thousand Names of Sri Lalitha. The



atmosphere will be purified. Mother is making a resolve that the effects of
undesirable planetary conjunctions, evil forces and other negative energies will be
counteracted by the worship."  —Amma                                                  

November 16, 2:00 pm (Sunday) - Monthly satsang meeting.  Includes  Amma’s teachings,
Amma's bhajans (devotional songs), arati (waving light before Amma’s picture) and a vegetarian
potluck. First timers are welcome to come and enjoy the meal without feeling obligated to bring
anything.

November 17, 6:30 pm (Monday) - Service at Grace Church Homeless Shelter.  **Donations for this
seva will be collected on November 16.   

Custom note: Our more traditional Hindu members prefer the offerings to be egg
free.

 

For events in Milwaukee, contact  AmmaMilwaukee@gmail.com
For events in Oakbrook , IL , contact bcnair3021@gmail.com

For events in Fairfield , Iowa , contact info@amma-fairfield.org

For events in downtown Chicago , contact rebeccaanderman@hotmail.com

 

 



Directions to Madhu and Sajan’s home
2 Willowbrook Ct.   (608 848-5033)

Verona Road to Hwy PD ( McKee Road )
Right onto Hwy PD

Left at first light onto Nesbitt Road
Continue straight through the 4-way stop at Maple Grove Road , onto Cross Country

Road
First right — a very short block — onto Ambleside

Corner of Willowbrook Court

Please park on Ambleside or in our hosts’ driveway,
so as to avoid over-parking the Willowbrook cul de sac.

 

Please share these announcements with anyone not on our list who might be interested.
In order to protect the nonprofit status of Amma’s organizations, 

Amma Satsang mailing lists are used solely for the humanitarian activities of Sri Mata Amritanandamayi.
To unsubscribe from this list, please reply with "unsubscribe" in the subject line.

 


